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Conference participants are asked to consider the following themes when drafting abstracts for the conference.  These will likely form the basis of the conference sessions, and the planned edited volume Proto-Globalisation in the Indian Ocean World.  Please let us know which session you prefer to be in.  Please note that talks will be 15-20 minutes (time available to be confirmed upon completion of the programme in January).  Posters are welcome, but participants are asked to submit either one presentation or one poster.

Conference Sessions:
Things, technologies and ideas around the early Indian Ocean

This theme will explore the first goods and ideas to be transmitted across the Indian Ocean.  It will examine whether there were ‘globalised commodities’ that moved around the region in the pre-modern and prehistoric eras.  Goods like glass beads and cowry shells, for example, appear to have been extensively traded and to have played a role in a range of sociocultural activities and relationships on sites ranging from ephemeral forager camps to major urban centres.  Also of interest will be the exploration of object biographies for both long- and short-distance exchange objects enabling object movements to be looked at as more than just commercial activities.  The role of cosmopolitan Indian Ocean contacts in transforming societies on the littoral and beyond will be considered, and the relevance of concepts of hybridity, creolisation and synchretism explored.

Biological translocations and environmental histories of Indian Ocean globalisation

This topic will focus discussion onto the interplay between biological, ecological and cultural aspects of early Indian Ocean exchanges.  Emerging patterns of genetic variability, and their relationship to wider social and cultural processes, will be examined, and historical linguistic evidence for species translocations considered.  Evidence suggesting that species translocations sometimes provide insights into otherwise invisible contacts will be explored.  The impacts of ancient biological translocations will be considered, including their ecological, agricultural and disease impacts, and their implications for the contemporary world in terms of biodiversity and food security.  The social context of biological translocations, including transformations in the meaning and use as domesticated plants and animals moved into often radically new cultural contexts, will be explored.

The agents of early globalisation

Earlier models favoured notions of ‘colonial’ globalisation (e.g., Romans with outposts in India, South Asians ‘Indianizing’ a passive Southeast Asia).  This theme will explore how these models have been revised or replaced, and the new conceptual frameworks, and ideas about agency that have emerged in their place.  The role of centralised, state-level, agrarian societies and their agents continues to be emphasised in Indian Ocean studies, and consideration of the potential role of smaller, less centralised and/or more mobile societies in the early Indian Ocean, as producers, consumers, carriers and otherwise, will be encouraged.  The topic will focus attention on such key questions as:  Did new specialisations (e.g., certain kinds of foraging, sea nomadism) emerge as an outcome of increased global connectivity and commerce?  How far did early globalisation extend?  Did all societies, however ‘isolated’, have some connection to expanding networks?  The role of diaspora communities in the early Indian Ocean will also be highlighted and explored.

The axes, processes and agents of early Indian Ocean globalisation
This topic will explore in more detail the economic, social, political and technological changes that encouraged the emergence of more regular and complex maritime networks.  The shape of early networks and axes of interaction will be considered as well as the ways they were transformed through time.  The role of maritime developments (boat technology, ports, navigation skills) in the changes witnessed in the Indian Ocean will be discussed.  The contrasting and complimentary roles of terrestrial and maritime networks will be considered.
A broader set of overarching questions to consider:
How connected up or globalised was the Old World in the 3000 year period leading up to 1000 CE?  

Participants and discussants will be encouraged to consider the meaningfulness of the term globalisation for the early Indian Ocean.  The degree to which networks expanded in a continuous or non-linear way will be discussed.  The question of whether levels of early contact and commerce were superficial or meaningful will be debated, and the possibilities of providing direct measures of network intensity through time considered.

How did archaic globalisation differ from and shape globalisation today?

Finally, the conference will also provide an opportunity to consider how multidisciplinary observations about the past Indian Ocean provide insights into present-day processes of globalisation.  In particular, a number of questions will be considered: How can study of earlier globalisations provide insights into the experience and consequences of contemporary globalisation?  How did ancient globalisations help to shape the world today, and the form of contemporary globalisation?  Do early connections and globalisation present a challenge to area studies and traditional notions of societies as bounded and circumscribed entities?  If so, how can scholarship and pedagogy adapt to this challenge?

